
BEAUTY SAVE FROM THE ELECTRIC CHAIR
MOTHER ACCUSED OF SLAYING ROUGH WOOER

MANY JURORS BALK
AT DOOMING COMELY
SLAYER QF SUITOR

Mrs. Josephine JferaefSfRagona Testifies That
r.SfccsM anal Killed Frank lucalane Who Tried
i to Make Her Lead a Life of Shame.Victim's

Mother in Court Openly Makes the Sip of the
| Vendetta.

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.

WILL her beauty save Mrs. Josephine Pennelli Ragona
from the electric chair, if no other factor comes to

her rescnef Will the young matron's handsome features
and tragic circumstances of the romance that led to the
murder of Frank Iucalano save her three children from
being made orphans by the State?
Those are the questions arresting tbe thoughts of per¬

sons who have watched the trend of the spectacnlar trial
in general sessions before Judge Crain in which, during
the week, the sensational testimony and startling inci¬
dents of the trial seemeu of no greater importance than

$ the defendant's attitude.
That her personality is no small factor in her fate wa?

emphatically evidenced when the State and the defense
> Set about securing a jury to try the twenty-one-year-old

defendant.
The childish beauty of the woman accused of murder so

impressed the talesmen that of the special panel called the
first fourteen frankly declared they would make poor jurors.
They did not offer the usual excuses of business pressure or
illness at home. But they quite can¬

didly swore they were certain they
would hesitate to find Mrs. Ragona
guilty, whatever the evidence against
bar. If such a verdict were to send
her to thfl electric chair. Th«y made
no effort to conceal that her beauty
and personality had charmed them
Into prejudice In her favor that no

evidence could sway.
And throughout the course of the

trial the eyes of men and women

alike have been riveted on her fea¬
tures, In questioning wonder as to
Whether one of such attracting mien
could be guilty of a heinous offense.
Her sympathizers fcave been numer¬

ous and there have been times when
It seemed that evidence bearing out
that she shot In self-defense would
have been received with applause
had courtroom decorum permitted.
Not a few prominent women have

watched the progress of the case.

Every day Mrs. Olto H. Kahn has
been among the spectators. The
banker's wife explained:
"My Interest is that of a curious

woman at the trial of another
woman."
Not a day has passed without its

.tartllng spectacle, for the Italian
Impulsive nature has time and again
given display In emotional gesturs
and exclamation by witnesses and
defendant.
THREE UNHAPPY HARKS.
In brief, it is charged that on Oc¬

tober 14, 1920, Mrs. Kagona shot to
d^ath Frank lucalano, a rejected
¦Ultor, in Second avenue, near 116th
street. If the State succeeds in con-
vlctlng her there will be thr£e moth¬
erless children, eventually, should
the electric chair carry out sentence.
In the Kagona home at 318 East
104th street. These are Kathryn,
four; Millie, three; Ira, two.all
too young to know why Mamma is
away so long and why they must go
away downtown to the murky build¬
ing of towers If they wish to em¬

brace and kiss their "Mamma."
Perhaps some thought of these

three youngsters was in the minds
Of the fourteen talesmen who pro¬
fessed Inability to Judge truly. That
though surely has been ever in the
minds of spectators at the trial.
In August of 1920, Mrs. Ragona's

husband was In Baltimore, working
And sanding each week all he could
spare to his wife and three children.
During the period of his absence his
Wife and lucalano met frequently.
When the husband returned lucalano
persisted In his attentions. . Mrs. Ra-
gona tried to shake him off. The
murder followed.
The testimony conflicts as to the

incidents preceding the shooting.
This oopfllctlng testimony has been
the occasion of outbursts of display,
the defendant herself at one point
declaring In high-pitched tones that
. Witness was lying.
9TONAL Or VENDETTA.
Probably the most dramatic touch
the trial was that given by aged

Mrs. Marie lucalano, mother of the
dead man. As the old woman slow¬
ly advanced to the stand, a picture
at distinctive type, with her head
feared and her shoulders draped with
a long black shawl, she turned
«uioly.
With a defiant glare she signalled

to the defendant the Sicilian oath of
vtngeaooe. That signal has been
seen before In the Criminal Courts
(wilding. It was made by a spec
tatsr to a witness on the stand In
the trial a taw years age of Michael
(tofrana On that occasion the wit
MSB paled aad collages* aad the

FOUR UNHAPPY PAWNS OF FATE

Mrs. Josephine Pennelli R&gona and her three babies, who will be lef tLcrthw'ess if their beautiful parent Is convicted of the murder of Frank
Iucalano, who she claims "hounded her" during her husband's absence.

trial waa Interrupted for several
minutes.
The aged woman held up her right

hand in an attitude of taking a vow

¦he bent the second knuckle of the
first finger of her left hand and
placed it to her teeth.

In the Rofrano trial the man to
whom such signal of vengeance was

vowed flinched. In his trial the de¬
fendant to whom it was given also
quailed, for among Italians there la
no threat more dire.
She paled, leaned heavily on Miss

Helen Wassman, of her counsel, and
clutched at the table. The courtroom
was tense and silent. Attendants
caught the significance of the old
woman's move. Judge Craln caught
It. too He admonished the witness
and reassured the defendant. The
eM woman tapped to the fad.
.jiiMi'ivrinfT
"She took my hwy from mm."

She testified that Mrs. Ragono and
others of her family frequently
visited her son and herself at their
home at 320 Kant One Hundred
and Fifth street in the spring of
1920. In the summer of that year,
she swore, the defendant and her
¦on went to the country together.
She testified that on their return
Mrs. Kagona and her three children
came to live with her and her son.

She went on:
"I warned her against what she

was doing and told her she should
stay with her husband and her three
babies."
THE LINK OF DEFBNSE.
Then came, on croaa-examinatlon

by Newman Levy, disclosure of what
the defense would center on. He

"la I* not a teat that Frank quv
rflsd Jo.phire >>am« efee
woutf mi g* o* ito atresia? DM

he not nr to her, "*Tou are pretty
and can make from $15 to $20 a

day on the streets?"
At the counael table the defendant

bowed her head In her hands. On
the witness stand the ared woman
flared Indignantly. She rose to her
full height, thrust a rosary on high
and shrilled:
"No! I swear on this holy cruci¬

fix. no!"
Mrs. Iucalano admitted she saw

her husband strike Mrs. Ragona.
Then came the 8tate'a star wit¬

ness. Mrs. Maria Dt Mona. of
2042 Second avenue. She testified
that when leaning out of th« fourth-
story window of that addreas she
heard Iucalano and the defendant
arguing In the street. Mrs. Ragona,
she said, threatened to kill Iucalano
unleae he agreed ta i airy tar. She
said he rifused and entered a kak-

wttneaa, he cam* ant and Mr*.
Ragona, from a hallway, shot htm
dead.
This testimony wan challenged,

the defense contending that from
the fourth story the woman could
not have heard what was said In
the street. Mrs. Di Mona admitted
that Mrs. Rngona was out of her
sight at the time of the shooting.
Jose Miller, a soldier, testified ha

took a revolver from Mrs. Ragona'a
hand a moment after ha heard a re¬

port, and saw a man lying dead on

the sidewalk.
That about wound up the prosecu¬

tion. The defense began ita case

and It began with a dramatic
strength that reached Ita sensation¬
al climax when Mrs. Ragona herself
related that she had baa* hounded
by Taoalano to a point that render
.4 her deaperata.

thereafter be tried te force hie at-
tentlono on her.
There her etory ended until re-

eumptlon of the trial.

Married or Single.
You Can't Pool Tailor
EVANSVILLH. Ind., Deo. K..

Here la the way local tallore tall

whether their cuetomera are mar¬

ried or elngle. If a eult to be clean¬

ed or preeeed Is eent to the tailor
with the pocketa neatly bruahed
free from tobacco and other ac¬

cumulation, the cuetomer la mar¬

ried.
If the pocketa contain a powder

puff, latter* written by a feminine
hand, tobacco ecrapa or a etray
nickel or dtma tk* eaatrmir le

defendant, John Daquino, a wit¬
ness who had volunteered to testify
aa to what ha aaw, after reading of
the trial In tha papers and seeing
pictures of the children, said:
"This la the woman 1 heard luca-

lano threaten. When I came up they
wera standing at a curb. He was

shaking a flat In her face. He was

saying, 'If you aay no, I will kill
you.' .*

Then came another melodrama.
Mrs. Mary Orafflnlna, sister of the
defendant, testified:

"I heard screams In the street on

August 14 or 15. I saw my sister
running from the hallway at S2G
Bast Ohe Hundred and Fifth street.
Her dress waa torn. Iucalano was

behind her, with a revolver. They
ran Into the yard. I followed. I
took hold of her. She said, 'He wonts
to put me on the streets.' I turned
to him and said, 'You miserable one.'
"He shouted at me, "Shut up, or

I will kill you, toor He began beat¬
ing my sister with a broomstick.
We took It away from him. That
night my sister slept In my home.
Later I met Iucalano. She had said
she would not go back with him be-
cause she was afraid he would kill
her. I told him that. He said,
Tou must put her out. When she
has no place to go she will come

back to ma. It you don't, I will
oome up there and kill your whole
family."

Mr*. Ragona came to the stand In
her own behalf, low-spoken, shy, but
earnest In every syllable. She waa

married In lilt to John Ragona.
when she was only fifteen, she re¬

called. Their first child came In De¬
cember of that year. Two weeks
later, while her husband was at

work. Iucalano came to her bodslde.
Hs demanded:
"How eould such a nice young girl

marry an old man like your hus¬
bandr*
In hla hand was a stiletto. The

woman shrieked and struggled with
him. She was slashed on the leg.
Iucalano fled. Time and again

ATOM MYSTERIOUSLY
WRITES ITS SIGNATURE
Scientist Finds Methods of Compelling Mi¬

nutest Particles to Reveal Identity.Spec¬
trometer Makes Delicate Measurement of
Atomic Arrangements and Gives Light
on Structure of Dyes and Explosives.
TOMS ao small that 432 mil¬
lions would b« required to
bridge a halfpenny piece

made visible by means of large
models during a lecture by Prof.
Sir William Bragg, of University
College, to the Physical Society at
South Kensington, London, Eng¬
land.
The models resembled fruit-like-

clusters of brilliantly colored balls,
and the professor's table was like
a stall at an horticultural show.
Prof. Bragg was lecturing on th*
atomic structure of organic cystals,
and the clusters represented accu¬
rate scale methods of th« arrange¬
ments of atoms In crystal cells.
These cells, which each contain

numbers of solid atoms, are so mi¬
nute that it would take millions of

' millions of them to build up a heap
the bulk of a pin's head. In spits
of this, a method has been devised
which enables the size of these
cells to be measured accurately,
while it also enables a determina¬
tion to be made of the size and ar¬

rangement of the atoms that make
up their structure.

Until recently Investigators havs
confined their attention to ths sim¬
pler Inorganic substances, but the
lecturer described a new advance
that he is making In the study of
complex organic substances. These
substances are. In general, of great
Importance to the community, for
not only are they the basis of the
structures of organlo life, but they
form the essential components of
such things as dyes and explosives.
Deeper Insight Into their structure
is bound to have far-reaching ef¬
fects.
These organic substances are

largely composed of complicated
combinations of carbon, hydrogen
and oxygvn, and their molecular
complexity is often Indicated by the
names of great length that chemists
use to describe them.

Prof. Bragg emptied from a box
a number of quoit and figure-of-
eight shaped rings, composed of six
and ten balls fastened together like
heads on a wire. He explained that
these were enlarged scale models of
the arrangements of atoms forming
the basis of the benzine and the
naphthalene molecules. His re-

| searches lead him to believe that

many organic crystal* are built up
out of these rings of carbon atom*,
cemented together by atoms of other
elements.
The Instrument which enables all

these delicate measurements of
atomic arrangement to bs made la
the spc-ctroinetcr. X-rays are direct¬
ed into u minute npecimen of crystal
the size of a pin-head. This crystal
can be slowly rotated like a wheel
on its axle, and the intensity of the
reflexion from the orderly layers of
atom* Inside the crystal depends on
their arangement, and the variations
are recorded by an electrical device.

Prof. Bragg showed a London
Dally News representative a modal
of the atom structure of a dia¬
mond. and explained that at each
point of contact the balls (or atoms)
are firmly fixed, giving strength to
ths structure. He lifted the upper
part off like a cap and gave It .
half turn and replaced it, the points
of contact were now very much
fewer, and he explained that the
model now represented ths struc¬
ture of graphite which, like dia¬
mond, Is also composed of cargoa
atoms.
Hs then proceeded to build 119

delicate flower-like structures,
representing unit crystal cells much
as a fond parent builds castles for
his children out of wooden bricks.
He explained that the division of
this solid quoits and flgures-of-
elght can be determined from a

knowledge of similar arrangements
In diamond and In graphite.

In both these bodies the lings
occur, but In the diamond they are

so laced together that the substance
is the hardest that Is known. In
graphite the rings are all spread out
in planes, thus accountinlg for the
well-known flaky form of ths ma¬

terial.
Thus ths crystal Is made to re¬

veal its Identity by signing Its "sig¬
nature"' in the form of a wavsllke
curve on paper, the peaks of which
report large amounts of reflection
from planes of atoms. The Illustra¬
tion forms portions of the signature
of aluminium and silicon (and gives
the information the expert requires
for detecting the size and position
of the atom).
In this way a new method Is

available for detecting the nature of
finely powdered substances.

I FERVID LOVE LETTERS
OF MRS' OBENCHAIN

LOS ANOELES, Deo. 91.
FERVID romuio* and a wom¬

an's reetlve yearning for her
absent adorer* fairly burn

through pages of a batch of letters
that have been brought Into the
Burch trial. Many of them were

written by Mrs. Madalynne Connor
Obenchaln, who Is charged with hav¬
ing lured J. Belton Kennedy to hla
death. Others were indited by Ken¬
nedy. Some were by Arthur C.
Burch, now on trial for Kennedy's
murder.
One of them says:
"Life Is worthless without you

This loneliness, my Belton.I can¬

not rest.feel as If I could walk all
the way there.pardon, my hand Is
so shaky.do you miss me, do you
love me.maybe I can soon be In
your arms again.I was passing by
the Laughlln building and looked
up toward your office.destroy this
.what must your mother think of
me for keeping you so lateT I would
give five long years of life to have
you her*.have to talk to you, even

though U la with cold pen and
paper."
EC8TACT AND GRIEF.
There were other letters tnat told

of the ecstacy of her love and tho
grief of their separation. In some

she greets him as "Darling Heart,'
and In others as "Sweetheart." And
she signs herself "Tour Madalynne.**
and "Tour Love Bird" and "Tour
wife, Mrs. J. Belton Kennedy."
One of them, written shortly after

her marriage to Obenchaln, says:
"It la suoh torture. How I wish

I might go back to the time when
we first planned about being mar¬

ried. As we look back now, how

easy It all seems.eternal happiness
at our very fingertips, and then
chaos.black, terrible chaos.with
everyone attempting to tear oar

love Into shreds.
"Oh, dear God, please auks

things so my Belton and 1 can be

together!
"So many times I can feel your

dear, precious arms around me and
hear you telling me your love, and
the broken fragments of my heart
throb until It seems as If the pate
of longing for yoo wfll km ma.

Can't any on* understand except
ourselves how great la our lore??
"What Is there to life exoept to

be with one you lore? We are here

today.gone tomorrow.
"ONK OF US MAT BE GONE."
"The days fly by, never to return.

The wonderful daye of youth are

ended all too soon. Must we pa¬
tiently alt and wait? No Bettoat

cone. Who knowa what a day will
bring? Aa God la my Judge, we
can't be wrong If we steaj away
and rest. I am ao weary now, Bel
ton, ao weary.
"Hold me clot* to your heart al-

waya and let me whisper my love
to you over and over. You are the
wonder flower of the passions of my
life. In your heart, In yonr eyes,
through your lips I have felt the
bliss of a miraculous love, and have
been exalted above the world. I
tremble at the consciouaneaa of bav¬
in* been loved by you ao com

pletely."
Then there was written by Mrs.

Obenchaln, the State has tried to
show by Introducing such a missive,
a letter saying:

"Little did I realise that man
made laws could keep you from me.

Home day. though, we will be to¬
gether. Every one la against us,
no one with us.

"Do you think I could ever lose
faith In you? Only God and you
have the power to take away my
faith. This Hell now seems to b«
more than I can live through. Good
night, my own. There are no words
to tell how much I lovs you."
"UNWORTHY," SHE WROTE.
When Mrs. Qbenchaln went to

Evanston. III., to divorce her hus¬
band she wrote to Kennedy in L.o«
Angeles:
"He has consented to let me go.

With all my weariness I am so

happy. My love, I am so happy."
A few days later shs wrote Ken

nedy:
"I should have been big enoua-^

and honorable enough to have play
ed square after I married. Mr. l;
Is so honorable. He has done more
for me than any one else would. I
an unworthy of him. I should ha\ e

paid my bargain with him, but I
listened to you. Your love word*
held me, not your deeds.
"Why couldn't you have let mr

go to him Instead of holding me In
your arms and asking me to dlvort-r
my husband? My Ood, Helton, can
any man in the world ilo the wa>
vim have and love a woman? I
never want to marry yoo unless yon
love me. It must be the truth now
or nothing. If you aren't here b>
January 15 1 will go back to Mr. O "

There followed letters In which
Mra. Obenchaln pleaded for return
of her lettera to Beltoa. In on*
she called him coward. In another
she wrote:

"Belton, Belton, I have much to
answer for,,but I would not chant*
place* with'you. Do not come here
I will never marry you. A flaw
weeks snd I shall go away whe.>
you will never find me. God In
good to you."
The letters from Kennedy to Mr*

Obenchaln have not yet been read
Into the record, though they have
been marked to evidence. Altaft*
er, the letters eo ncM teta'
fifty-twe. f


